





July 26, 2013
Executive Summary of the Frankfort Planning Department – Historic Preservation Survey/Assessment:
Part 1: Owner Background.       The majority response are as follows: The owners have owned historic property for 15 or more years,  they owned and lived in South Frankfort; the property they own is used as residential; highest preservation issues are property rights and new development; they believe important historic buildings have been lost; they have not applied or a permit or application before the ARB in the past 5 years; they are aware of State Historic Preservation and national register; were not aware of the Historic Preservation Tax incentive, the State Tax credit, tax moratorium, or that Frankfort had received several CLG grants.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Part II:   Preservation Values.    The Majority of the responses are as follows:   owners agree preserving historic resources is important; using public funds to preserve or rehab historic structures is justified if it reduces blight and improves image of city; do not want the ARB to impose fines; are likely to invest in their property because it is in a historic district; agree that vinyl siding over wood is appropriate, agree and support that if you cannot see it from the street - then any material for renovations/ additions/ repairs is appropriate; strongly agree that ARBG should continue to review all new construction; that being is a historic district adds value to the property; agree they would attend a free or low cost workshop on maintaining historic property if given by the City; they value most about  architectural character, proximity to work- school-downtown and having walkability; agree it is appropriate in all 3 historic districts to replace historic windows with modern windows;  agree more specific and detailed guidelines on what can be built; strongly agree that vacant land be built with contemporary or modern designs; City should regulate any increase or decrease of window or door openings; keep signage different for historic properties; believe commercial property should be regulated differently than residential; support 3 separate guidelines rather than one version; City has been somewhat successful in historic preservation; and they would like more information on the City Website that dealt with repair vs replacement and state tax credits.
Part III: Optional Questions and written responses.   We are still reviewing these and will incorporate the suggestions that are supported by staff and will provide more information on these written responses in the upcoming weeks. 
Attached is the detailed summary review and findings of the 159 survey/assessment forms received.   
Gary Muller, 
Director of Planning and Building Codes

Part I- Owner background
1. I own property in:      South Frankfort        Downtown          Corners of Celebrities       None of the Above  
74%	    		22%			8%			2%
2. I live at a property located within :       South Frankfort       Downtown      Corners of Celebrities       elsewhere
56%	     		  6%       	 7%	    	     30%
3.  The Use of this property is:      Residential       Commercial            Both
80%		12%		     9%
4. I have been a property owner in this area:      0-3 years       3-6 years       6-15 years       15 + years
12%	    13%		25%		48%
5. What types of historic preservation issues are of particular interest to you ? (please rank in order of most important with 1 being the highest and 6 being the lowest)
5 Historic district guidelines;   ___1_Property rights;  ___4 _Land use policies;  ___ _3_Renovation/rehabilitation of historic structures;  ___2_New development;   ___
_6_ Other________________________     ____________________________
____________									
6. Do you think important historic buildings in your community have been lost?       Yes  62%          No   38%
 If so, Which one would you most like to have been able to bring back and preserve?_______________________

7. Have you applied for a permit or an application for Architectural Review Board (ARB) review for a property in the historic district in the last 5 years?       Yes  72%           No  28%
	 
8. The Kentucky State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) annually nominates properties to the National Register of Historic Places.   Are you aware of specific properties in your community that have been listed in the National Register?       Yes  56%       No  44%       

If yes, how did you learn that these properties were listed in the National Register?      6%    Public information meeting       7%      Local commission or historical society         29%	Press Release/newspaper
53%      Signage        26%       Other Source

9. The federal Tax Reform Act of 1986 included a Historic Preservation Tax Incentive that allows owners of income-producing properties listed in the National Register a 20% income tax credit on the cost of a certified rehabilitation. Are you aware of this revitalization tool?          Yes  46%               No    54%             

10. The Commonwealth of Kentucky’s Legislature passed a 30% state tax credit in 2005 for the rehabilitation of primary owner-occupied property. Are you aware of this revitalization tool?       Yes  30%              No 70%    

11. Frankfort has received several Certified Local Governments (CLG) grants toward historic preservation activities.  Are you aware of this program and or activities?       Yes 34%               No  66%   

12. Property owners that make qualifying renovations on their property may be eligible for an ad valorem property tax moratorium on the assessed value of the property for 5 years.    

Are you aware of this revitalization tool ?        Yes   29%          No  71% 






Part II-Preservation Values
1. Preserving historic resources in the City are important to the future of Frankfort.
_88%_Agree		_7%_Disagree		_5%_No Opinion

2. The use of public funds to preserve or rehabilitate historic structures is justified if it reduces blight and improves the image of the City.
_83%_Agree		_12%_Disagree		_5%_No Opinion

3. I am aware my property is within a local historic district with design guidelines.
_92%_Agree		_6%_Disagree		_2%_No Opinion

4. The Architectural Review Board (ARB) should be given authority to impose fines on those that make exterior changes without a permit or ARB review.
_41%_Agree		_48%_Disagree		_11%_No Opinion

5. I am more likely to invest in my property because I know the area has historic design guidelines to uphold the architectural character of the district.
_44%_Agree		_37%_Disagree		_18%_No Opinion

6. Vinyl siding over wood siding historic districts is not appropriate.
_33%_Agree		_52%_Disagree		_15%_No Opinion

7. If you cannot see it from the street, the City should allow property owners in my neighborhood/area to use whatever material they want when making renovations, additions, or repairs.
_55%_Agree		_31%_Disagree		_14%_No Opinion

8. The City should continue to have the Architectural Review Board review all requests for new construction in the historic district in order to protect the character of the district.
_70%_Agree		_22%_Disagree		_8%_No Opinion

9. Being located within a historic district adds value to my property.
_49%_Agree		_34%_Disagree		_17%_No Opinion

10. If the City offered property owners a free or low cost workshop about how to maintain historic property, including guidance with windows and siding, would you be interested in attending.
_54%_Agree		_25%_Disagree		_21%_No Opinion

11. What do you value most about the area where your property is located? (please choose only one)
A) The architectural character		11%
B) Proximity to work or school  	4%
C) Proximity to downtown		8%
D) Walkability of Area			13%
E) All of the above			62%
F) Other_____________________________________________________

12. Removing historic wood windows and replacing with modern windows is: (select one and check all that apply)
A) 68% appropriate within all of the City’s historic districts.  
B) 14% appropriate within      South Frankfort 19;     Corners of Celebrities 5;      Downtown 3.
C) 5%   not appropriate in       South Frankfort 0;       Corners of Celebrities 2;     Downtown 1.
D) 16% not appropriate within any of the City’s historic districts  6 .
E) Depends on_______________________________________________



13. What sort of controls should there be pertaining to what gets built in your neighborhood? (please select one)
A) 31%    There should be specific and more detailed guidelines and requirements that tell owners what can be built, how big, etc.
B) 26%  There should be design suggestions for owners that indicate what the neighborhood would like to see.
C) 28%  The owner should be able to build any design, based on the historic district, and approved at staff level.
D)  15%   There should not be any controls - unless federal funding was provided to the owner.

14. If there was a vacant lot next door to where you live, what would be important to you about what gets built on that lot? (please rank with 1 being highest priority and 4 being lowest) 
A) 51%  Attractive materials and landscaping
B) 52%  That it fits in with buildings in neighborhood
C) 90%  That it has a contemporary or modern design
D) 44%   That it not create noise, traffic, parking, lighting, or other problems

15. The City should regulate you and your neighbor’s property concerning (select all that apply)
· 68%   The maintenance/replacement of roof material or types of materials?  		 
· 48%   The gutter system and type of gutters?       		 
· 80%   Any increase or decrease of window or door openings? 				 

16. The City should continue to regulate signage differently than other parts of the City, to keep the historic character of the area.  __    _ Yes  82%            No 18%    

17. Should the City regulate historic buildings that are used for commercial uses differently than those only used as residential uses? ___ Yes 55%                No  45%     

18. We recognize there are a variety of buildings in the local historic district, in different states of condition, and with a variety of architectural craftsmanship, all controlled by one set of exterior regulations. If the City was to modify its design guidelines, how best would it be accomplished? (circle one please)

A) 6%   Change the design guidelines to apply only to buildings that have the majority of their original materials intact. 
B) 6%  Change nothing in the current regulations
C) 33%  Create two sets of guidelines:  One set for where the most prominent historic resources are located (Downtown, Corner of Celebrities and Capital Avenue); and one set for the remaining historic  district in South Frankfort, with less concern on material changes.
D) 41%   Create three separate design guidelines based on the unique character of each area: one set for Downtown, one set for South Frankfort; and one set for Corner of Celebrities.  
E) 14%  Other________________________________________________________________

19. How would you rate the level of preservation success in your community?        
 __16%__Very successful	         _68%___Somewhat successful     	__16% _Not successful

20. I would like more information on the City’s web site that addresses :
_41%__National Register of Historic Places
_68%___State Rehabilitation Tax Credits
_72%__ repair vs replacement 
_61%___ Architectural Review Board purpose and functions 
_19%___ Other:__________________________________________________







Part III  OPTIONAL QUESTIONS AND WRITTEN RESPONSES:                         (STILL UNDER REVIEW)
 (Your personal feedback is valued and very much appreciated)

1. What do you see as the three greatest strengths or assets of your community/ neighborhood?______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Have important historic resources in your community been lost?       Yes 56%          No  44%      
 If so, Which one would you most like to have been able to bring back and preserve?_______________________

3. What are the two most important problems currently facing your neighborhood? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What role or policy (if any) should the Planning Department conduct in addressing the problems you identified in No. 3 above? ____________________________________________________________________________________

5. How can the image of the Architectural Review Board’s role, function, and/or purpose be improved? _________________________________________________________________________________________

6. The City could do a better job of enforcing ____                          _____________ in my neighborhood/area.

7. What could the City be doing differently with regards to the historic preservation program, or local design guidelines? _________________________________________________________________________________

8. Additional Comments:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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